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The idea for “All Things Rice” had its beginnings in 2004, The Year of Rice, the theme that 
the United Nations had declared for that year. 
 
As it usually does, the Interfaith Network adapted this theme for the Annual Gathering of the 
Interfaith Network in October, 2004 naming it The Year of Rice, “Rice Banquet: Food For 
All”. Out of this theme grew the idea of an Interfaith Rice Recipe Book. 
 
Early in 2004, the Interfaith Network’s Schools Working Group took up the Rice Recipe Book 
idea, promoting it as a writing competition to all schools in the City of Greater Dandenong. 
This competition developed into a rich combination of recipes, posters, poems, pictures and 
stories all associated with rice, with student participants being advised that selected entries 
would be included in the Rice Recipe Book. Displays were held, certificates of participation 
were given out and prizes awarded to the student participants at the 2004 Interfaith Network 
Schools’ Annual Gathering. Members and friends of each faith represented in the Interfaith 
Network also contributed recipes to the book. 
 
However the decision was made that further time was needed to complete the Rice Recipe 
Book. There were practical challenges in reducing the artwork posters to a suitable size for 
photocopying and publishing. “All Things Rice” was further delayed as permission to publish 
contributions was sought from all the students whose efforts were selected to be a part of 
this book, but this task proved too difficult to achieve. 
 
The Interfaith Network would particularly like to thank and acknowledge the following schools 
for all their hard work in bringing this book to publication: 
 
 Coomoora Secondary College Springvale South Primary School 
 Noble Park Primary School Springvale West Primary School 
 Springvale Secondary College Southvale Primary School 
 
The Interfaith Network is also indebted to the dedication and sheer hard work of several 
teachers who made “All Things Rice” possible: Sue Barford, Ray Daniels, Carmel Nigro and 
Ruby Toombs. Without their commitment and willingness to work with the Interfaith Network, 
well beyond their usual busy school responsibilities, this project would not have been 
realised. Thank you for your generosity of spirit and your friendship with the Interfaith 
Network. 
 
It is with regret, due to the expense involved, “All Things Rice” has had to be published in 
black and white. This has not done justice to all the beautiful and colourful artwork done by 
students. The Interfaith Network would like to express its thanks to the City of Greater 
Dandenong Council for its assistance in producing “All Things Rice”. To help defray costs, 
the Interfaith Network and the Interfaith Network’s Schools’ Working Group have made the 
joint decision to ask a gold coin donation for the Rice Recipe Book. 
 
Finally, it is the hope of the Interfaith Network that as you read and enjoy cooking recipes 
from “All Things Rice”, you will be aware that, although we may have many faiths, we are 
one people. 
 
Helen Heath Max Oldmeadow 
President Convenor 
Interfaith Network Inc. Interfaith Network Inc. 
City of Greater Dandenong Schools’ Working Group 
May 2006 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Brief History 
 

The Interfaith Network Inc. is a group of diverse cultural and religious faiths, who work in 

partnership with the City of Greater Dandenong Council to promote peace and harmony 

within the municipality. 
 

Unique in Australia, the Network consists of many faith groups who meet monthly at the 

Council offices. Their goal is simple – promoting understanding, respect and tolerance for 

each other’s beliefs by living together in peace and goodwill. 
 

Established in 1989, the Interfaith Network covers faith communities in the Springvale, 

Dandenong, Keysborough and Noble Park areas. The Network strives to achieve the vision 

of ‘Many Faiths, One People’. 
 

Membership 
 

The Network consists of leaders of the Baha’i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, Jewish 

and Sikh faiths. The spiritual organisations of Sathya Sai and the Brahma Kumaris are also 

members of the Network 
 

Activities 
 

Activities which the Interfaith Network promotes include: 

• An Annual Gathering of the different Faith Communities, held in October 

• A comprehensive schools program, which includes an Annual Gathering in October 

• Tours of the various places of worship within the City for members of the general 

public, Council staff, school teachers and students and interested groups 

• Participation in the annual induction of the new Mayor, where faith leaders renew their 

commitment to Council by re-affirming the Common Statement 

• Involvement in celebrating community festivals, like Sumnation and Harmony Day 

• Sharing of faith beliefs and practices 

• Providing resources for public events and multi-faith gatherings in times of significant 

world events 

TM 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We bring greetings from the faith communities to the Mayor, Councillors 

and people of the City of Greater Dandenong. 
 

We offer to the City of Greater Dandenong our common commitment to 

seek to live together in peace and goodwill. 
 

We affirm our desire to promote respect and tolerance for the integrity of 

each other’s beliefs, cultures and traditions. This desire arises not only 

from our common humanity but also from our being people of faith and 

people of prayer. 
 

We recognise that as neighbours, we have responsibilities to the 

community, the world and ourselves. We therefore urge all citizens, both 

religious and non-religious, to put aside intolerance, prejudice and 

divisiveness, to attain peaceful and fruitful co-existence in our City. 
 

 

 

Each year, at the Annual Gathering, all the Faith Leaders of the Interfaith Network of the City 

of Greater Dandenong sign the Common Statement. This reaffirms their commitment to the 

City of Greater Dandenong to work together for peace, harmony and understanding in the 

community. This Common Statement is then formally presented to the Mayor of the day. 

 

Further, at the induction of the new Mayor each year, the Faith Leaders of the Interfaith 

Network are present to read out the Common Statement and present it to the incoming 

Mayor. 
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